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Bharat Ratna, Babasaheb Ambedkar-A modern disciple of Thiruvalluvar 


pirappokkum ella uyirkkum cirappovva 

ceytolil verrumai yan-kural 972 

The human beings, one and all, are equal in their birth. 

Thro’ difference in their deeds' nature springs difference in their worth. 

This is the sublime value preached by Thiruvalluvar as he holds equality as the 
living norm and never agrees to discrimination among living beings. 


1 Thirukkural Express Fortnightly T.E.2054 Chththirai-3 - C.E.:2023—April-16- Not for sale 


Manakkudavar, an erudite scholar who had given a wonderful commentary to 
Thirukkural, besides giving the meaning as it has been translated here, adds in his 
note : “’hence the fact that the greatness of a person cannot be inferred from his 
caste and the reason therefore are stated here.”. 

The most prominent Hindu scripture that advocates the doctrines of the caste system 
is the Manusmriti. The Manusmriti or the Manava Dharmasastra is believed to be the 
first legal text and constitution of the Sanatan Dharma.“For the welfare of humanity 
the supreme creator Brahma, gave birth to the Brahmins from his mouth, the 

Kshatriyas from his shoulders, the Vaishyas from the thighs and Sudras from his 
feet.”- Manu’s code - I-31 
Whatever exists in the universe, is all in effect, though not in form, the wealth of the 
Brahman; since the Brahman is entitled to it all by his primogeniture and eminence of 
birth: --- CHAP. | On the Creation; with a Summary of the Contents.-100. 
Thiruvalluvar gives a fatal blow to manusmrithi which holds varnashrama dharma 
that advocates for the caste-based division of humankind into a lower and higher 
stratum. The caste-based division preached by manusmrithi is not accepted by 
Thiruvalluvar and the above quoted Kural couplet is intended as a caution to the 
entire humankind. 

Parimelazhagar,a scholarly commentator for Thirukkural, accepts manusmrithi and 
its principles which are alien to the Tamil people. He holds the view that all men are 
equal by birth because of the common elements of their bodies’ composition but 
there are differences among them based on the different Varnas of their births, 
and their respective and varying functions. 

Verses of manusmrithi are examples of how Brahmanism wants to rule the other, 
the so-called lower castes, by using the name of God. The scripture also 
dehumanizes women and treats them as mere objects. 

“For the welfare of humanity the supreme creator Brahma, gave birth to the 

Brahmins from his mouth, the Kshatriyas from his shoulders and the Vaishyas from 
the thighs and Sudras from his feet.” Manu’s code -— I-31 

He must never read the Vedas in the presence of the Shudras.”- Manu — IV 99 
“A Brahmin who is only a Brahman by decent, one has neither studied nor performed 


any other act required by the Vedas may, at the king’s pleasure, interpret the law to 
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him, act as the judge, but never a Shudra.”(However learned he may be).- Manu VIII 
20 

“Any Brahmin, who enslaves or tries to enslave a Brahmin, is liable for a penalty of 
no less than 600 panas. A Brahmin can order a Shudra to serve him without any 
remuneration because the Shudra is created by Brahma to serve the Brahmans. 
Even if a Brahman frees a Shudra continues to be a slave as he is created for 
slavery. Nobody has the right to free him.”- Manu VIII-50, 56 and 59 

“If a Shudra arrogantly presumes to preach religion to Brahmins, the king shall have 
poured burning oil in his mouth are ears.”- Manu VIII 272 

Dr.Schweitzer reveals the fact that ° Manava dharma sastra acts as a constitution for a 
government of the Brahmins, by the Brahmins and for the Brahmins.” 

While Manavadharma upholds the division of man by his caste and discriminates against 
men by their birth Thirukkural wishes to unite humankind and propagates social justice. The 
unique nature of Thirukkural which is a guide for equality and fraternity is well explained by 
Professor S.llakkuvanar. 

“The distinction between man and man is based mainly on the difference of religion or color 
or nation. But there are no natural or physiological differences and distinctions. The 
distinction of color is the result of different climate conditions. Such distinctions as these are 
negations of the fundamental underlying unity between man and man. Kural code bases its 
principles on this unity and the entire human race for the common good, benefit, and 
welfare. It teaches universal brotherhood, the brotherhood of man, and the fatherhood of 
God. 

Kural code is not confined to any country, race, or religion. It is based on the principle of 
world citizenship and world state. Any man is a citizen of the world and belongs to the world 
and the world belongs to him. It offers solutions to the individual as well as to world 
problems, solutions to the political, social, economic problems from which the world is 
suffering. Its outlook is the broadest. Kural is far above the religious level. The Book of each 
religion is intended for those who owe allegiance to it; it extols that religion at the cost of 
others. Kural does not suffer from such limitation of religion; it teaches ethical life for the 
entire mankind. The value of Kural Neri is incomparably supreme, unequaled, and 
unparalleled. Kural code is the message of the Tamilian race conveying the principle of 
universal brotherhood to the rest of the world, containing the essence of Tamilian culture. It 
conveys a message of love to the world.”(Dr.S.llakkuvanar, KuralNeri: English Fortnightly- 
15/02/1966) 
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Babasaheb Ambedkar acted as a disciple of Thiruvalluvar and drafted our 
constitution which guarantees equal treatment of all the people of Indian union. 
Dharmasastras aim at safeguarding the power at the hands of Brahmins and dictate 
all others to be the obedient slaves of the Brahmins. Thirukkural guides us to shatter 


the man-made differences and unite to usher in an egalitarian society. 


Babasaheb translated the ideology of Valluvar into action and as a visionary gave 


guarantee to all Indians equal treatment irrespective of caste or creed. 


Dr. Ambedkar's struggle against Brahmanical Patriarchy, his radical proposals for 
the Hindu Code Bill, and his suggestions for a radical restructuring of property 
relations, alert us to his challenging of the status-quo. Dr. Ambedkar, perhaps India’s 
most radical thinker, transformed the social and political landscape in the struggle 
against British Colonialism, by making the downtrodden politically aware of their own 
situation. Ambedkar famously said to Dalits something that bears immense 
importance even today — “Educate, Agitate, and Organise’”.. . 

Clearly, he laid a great emphasis on education, especially where it was tradionally 
denied. In fact, he is known to have said once that education was more important 
than Temple entry for the downtrodden. He saw Education as a potent tool which 
could equally empower every citizen to build an egalitarian society as also to help 
break the age-old restrictive shackles of discriminatory social practices. We should 
take a pledge to continually strive as per his wish to emulate his vision and help 
empower the future generation build a holistic, inclusive and progressive society of 


Modern India. 
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Tamil New Year and Thiruvalluvar Day —Maraimalai llakkuvanar 


In 1935, a group of Tamil scholars led by Maraimalai Adigal, one of the pioneers of the Tamil 
renaissance movement, declared that there was sufficient literary evidence in ancient 
Sangam-era texts such as Nattrinai, Ainkurunuru and Tholkappiyam to observe the New 
Year at the start of the Tamil month of Thai. The Dravidian poet-writer Bharathidasan, 
through this song, admonished Tamils who were celebrating the new year in Chithirai month 
as those living in complete darkness. 

Over 500 persons, scholars and Tamil enthusiasts, under the leadership of scholar and 
founder of ‘Thani Tamil lyakkam’, Thiru Maraimalai Adigal, met at Pachaiyappa’s College in 
Chennai and decided that Tamils needed a separate calendar. It was proposed that a new 
calendar in the name of Saint Thiruvalluvar be created, and that be declared as the ‘Tamil 
Year’. 

At the conference, they also reportedly determined that the birth year of Thiruvalluvar was 31 
BC. There was also a consensus among the Tamil Scholars that the first day of the month of 


Thai should be the first day of the Tamil year. 


Maraimalai adigal and Tamil scholars at Prof.Kaverippaakkam Namachivayar (The convener 


the meeting-18& 19 May 1935 of the meeting) with Maraimalai adigal 


Later in 1939, All India Tamilar Conference was held in Tiruchi presided by Somasundara 
Bharatiyar in which Thanthai Periyar, Karandhai Tamil Sangam _ President 
Umamaheswaranar, Prof. K. Subramaniam, T.P.Meenakshisundaram,  Thiru.Vi.Ka., 
Maraimalai Adigal, P.T.Rajan, Arcot Ramaswami Mudaliar, Bharathidasan, Pattukottai 
Alagiri and many others participated. That meet also decided that first day of Thai is Tamil 


New Year Day. 
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Their reasoning was two-fold: One, that the traditional system is based on the Sanskritic 
(read Brahimincal) system, and two, that Tamil literature points out to Thai being the 
beginning of the New Year for Tamil. 

While it had been a long-standing demand by many, including the DMK, to change the 
official date, it was only in 2008 when Karunanidhi was able to achieve it. 

There was, however, a strong backlash to it. While Karunanidhi refused to roll back his 
decision, he announced that April 14 will continue to be celebrated as ‘Chitirai thirunal’. 

But as soon as Jeyalalitha came to power in 2011, she rolled back the decision, accusing 
DMK of being hurtful and disrespecting the sentiments of the people. So, the Tamil New 
Year, officially, continues to be April 14 now. 

On 23 August 2011, months after J. Jeyalalitha was elected for her third term as Chief 
Minister, her government passed a resolution in the Tamil Nadu assembly to change the 
‘Tamil New Year’ to 14 April. According to her standpoint, it coincides with the first day of the 
Tamil month ‘Chithirai’, and many other communities across India celebrate their new year 
on the same date. Jeyalalitha had stated then that the Tamil New Year was wrongly being 
celebrated on 14 January — the first day of the Tamil month ‘Thai’ — as legislated by the 


preceding Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMk) government in 2008. 


GR TAMIL NADU 
ey GOVERNMENT GAZETTE 
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Tamilnadu Tamil New Year 


th (Declaration) Repeal Act 2011 
G.O.No.2723 3" Nov.1969 Declaring BO Ne bis teMareinsee 
i ikaci Gazette —Oct 26 -2011 
Thiruvalluvar Day on 2" Thai Thiruvalluvar Day on Vaikasi 


Anusham 


Jeyalalitha overturned many DMK projects. But, the change of the New Year date was 


significant. The debate for when the Tamil New Year should be celebrated goes into the core 
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of the movement that laid the foundation for Dravidian political sub-nationalism and Tamil 
cultural renaissance. 

Jeyalalitha never thought about the cultural values cherished by her predecessors in the 
Dravidian movement. The political adventurism of the cine artist, usurping very seniors in the 
party (like Navalar Nedunchezyan) of their leadership, gaining amass support just by her 
cine-glamor,moved Tamilnadu to a dark age, detrimental to the Tamil culture, language and 
literature. 

The sixty-year system advocated by her is quite alien to Tamil culture. For instance, this 
New Year is ‘sobakrithu’ while the next one will be ‘Gurothi’. These years, ‘samvatsara’, with 
Sanskrit names are derived from a myth involving Lord Krishna and sage Narada, who is 
transformed into a woman and gives birth to 60 sons. Each son is then given the reins to rule 
the world for one year, and that year is derived from the name of the son. 

The Tamil reformists found this myth too hard to swallow and decided to come up with a 
more rational basis for their calendar. The birth of Tamil saint-poet Thiruvalluvar was 
estimated to be in 31 BC and that was adopted as the official start of the Tamil calendar. The 
DMkK-led government had officially notified this to be the first Tamil calendar year in 1969. 
Successive AIADMK governments have not altered the Thiruvalluvar year calculation and 
the same is being followed to date. 

Thiruvalluvar year is accepted without any denial by all the political parties, but the sixty-year 


system beginning with Tamil month Chiththirai is called as the Tamil year by the rivals of 


D.M.K who never accepted a substitute system for it. 


1924 - 2018 


K.A.P.Viswanatham-Founder of Kaa.Po.Rathinam-A veteran folaiep ag Mi orupanitl 
the ‘Academy of Tamil scholars’ scholar from Jaffna 
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Let us weigh the points: 


Taml New Year from Thai 


Taml New Year from Chiththirai 


A whole-hearted decision of erstwhile and 
contemporary Tamil scholars dedicated to 


usher in a Tamil cultural renaissance 


A routine procedure followed by astrologers 


and traditional almanac users. 


Introduced to be followed by all the Tamils 


throughout the world. 


Exclusively for the use of Hindus who speak 
Tamil while Hindus who speak other 


languages adopt separate year-systems. 


Intended to build up a united Tamil society 
smashing the barriers of caste, creed and 


religion 


It is an irony that Hindus living in Tamilnadu 
have separate year-systems as per their 


mother tongues. 


Based on the history of Tamil literature and 
instituted in honor of the great poet- 
philosopher Thiruvalluvar, an icon of Tamil 


wisdom and an apostle of Humanism. 


Based on a myth. No cultural significance. 


Tamil New Year or Thiruvalluvar year system 
is highly useful in historical analysis and in 


compiling data chronologically. 


As it is a sixty-year system it is neither useful 
in historical analysis nor helpful as a 


research-tool in compiling data. 


As an ancient culture, we need this 


Thiruvalluvar year just like Christian era. 


This sixty-year system is a borrowed one 
and the Sanskrit names used to denote the 
years have no connection to our cultural 


heritage. 


In short, those who want self-respect, who feel proud of their Tamil ethnicity, who wish to see a Tamil 


renaissance should accept Thiruvalluvar year beginning with Thai. Those who never bother about 


their ancestral pride and cultural heritage may keep the Sanskrit year which is not ours. Those who 


imposed the Sanskrit based sixty-year rotation system kept us for many centuries under the clutches 


of Smritis and shruthis which advocated slavery for us. A miniscule minority ruled us by exploiting our 


beliefs and superstitions. If you still want the supremacy of our archrivals who wish to destroy our 
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culture and language, in the name of spiritual values, you can continue to keep the Sanskrit based 
year system and other old procedures, letting down our rich heritage, many centuries older than that 
of Greece and Rome. Our future generations may point their finger towards you telling “Shame on 


you!” 


Who is there to guide us to futuristic and positive steps for the 


growth of Tamil? 


Our Honorary Editor and my mentor, Prof.K.N.Chitsabesan had passed away on 17* of 
April, previous year 2022, leaving us in the lurch lamenting in the darkness which prevail 
everywhere in his absence. Who is there to guide us to futuristic and positive steps for the 
growth of Tamil? Can you find anybody like him who mingles with the younger generation 
without assuming any seniority posture? 

Every Tamilian aged more than fifty will surely identify and revere the scholar who is 
popularly known as a silver-tongued orator, through radio and TV always presiding literary 
debates. Right from my Pre-university course at Thigarajar College, Madurai during 1962-63 
where | had the privilege as a student of this brilliant scholar, | am addicted to his thought- 


provoking lectures. Born in a small town Devakottai in the most southern part of Tamilnadu 
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in the year 1934, our Honorary Editor and my mentor, Prof.K.N.Chitsabesan,had his 
schooling locally. Even in his early school days, he had cultivated a strong taste for Tamil 
literature thro’ his Tamil veteran teacher Arangakrishnan. Took his B.A. degree thro’ Loyola 
College, Chennai and took his Masters Degree from the University of Madras thro’ 
Presidency College Chennai and secured the Second Rank in the University. Here he had 
the proud privilege of being the favourite student of Tamil Veterans Dr.Mu.Varadarajanar 
and The.Po. Meenakshisundaranar. He was appreciated by both of them. 

Immediately after his studies,he joined Thigarajar College, Madurai, as Lecturer in Tamil. He 
had the fine opportunity of serving with the Tamil stalwarts like Dr. llakkuvanar, 
Dr.A.Chidambaranatha Chettiar , Dr.Maa. Rajamanickananar, Avvai Doraisamy Pillai and 
A.Ki.Paranthamanar. His work was greatly appreciated by all his seniors and admired by all 
his juniors. He had cultivated the art of public speaking besides giving lectures in the class 
rooms. He participated in many Tamil forums and literary debates dearly called 
Pattimandrams in Tamil. Here he spoke under the chairmanship of great Tamil Scholars like 
TamilKadal Raya.Sockalinganar, KI.Vaa,Jagannnathan, ProfessorsSrinivasaraghavan, 
A.Sa.Gnanasambandan, Thavithiru Kundrakkudi Adigalar. Then in course of time he was 
elevated as the chairman of these forums. He also groomed his famous students for these 
Pattimandrams and seminars. To mention a few of them Padmasri. Solomon Paappiah, 
Professors Ku.Gnanasambandan, Abdhul Kader, Maraimalai llakkuvanar, Mu.Metha and 
Tha. Rajaram. His other renowned students who had left us already are Ka.Kalimuthu former 
Speaker of Tamilnadu Legislative Assembly, Kavingarkal Naa.Kamarajan, Inquilab, Prof 
Tha.Ku. Subramanian and to crown them all Dr.Justice AR.Lakshmanan the former Judge of 


The Supreme Court of India. He had travelled in and abroad the country for delivering Tamil 
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Speeches and presiding over many Tamil Debates. The countries visited by him are 
Malaysia, Singapore, Burma, Srilanka, UK, UAE, and the US. He is known for his 
comparative quotations of English Literature which practice he feels will only enhance the 
greatness of Tamil Literature. His other specialty is blending humor in his lectures. He had 
earned a covetous title “Nagaichuvai Imayam” meaning ‘the humorist surpassing mount 
Everest' from the stalwart of Tamil Religious Discourses Thirumuruga Kirupananada Variar. 
He humbly declared that his motto is “Pleasure to all and malice toward none”. He proudly 
declared that he is going strong at the age of 88 only because of his unquivering taste for 
Tamil literature. He acted as an inspiring source for the younger generation. 

He had left us his charming words of encouragement and highly motivating mission which is 
unparalalled.If we strive our best efforts to the progress of our language and literature he will 


be our leading light and perennial source of inspiration surely! 
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